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Dear Parents

One can never complain that  the life of a Principal is dull. Over the 
past four days  I have had meetings with colleagues, parents and 
outside consultants regarding a diverse number of issues: National 
Standards; Swine Flu; Property Development; Websites; 
Assessment data; Cleaning contracts;  School Uniform and the list 
goes on. What is important  in all of these meetings is  not losing 
sight of the most important issue…our children (and the wider 
school community). Thoughts and decisions need to be formulated 
with our children in mind. 

Rather than my usual ramblings at the start of the newsletter I would 
like to take the time over the next  couple of weeks  to inform you 
about some of the issues which are crossing my desk at present. 

Swine Flu – I have had many emails, phone calls and personal 
visits  from parents asking me a range of questions regarding the 
Swine Flu pandemic and the school’s response to it. At present 
nothing substantial has changed regarding the advice I have 
previously given to parents and we will continue to follow any 
directives given by the Ministry and Public Health authorities.

As a school we are constantly  reviewing our pandemic plans and 
have put  into place a number of initiatives aimed at reducing the 
risks of spread of the virus. These include:

• Reviewing our cleaning contract and agreeing heightened 
hygiene practices.

• Reinforcing with the children the messages around the 
importance of hand washing and drying, disposing of 
tissues etc.

• Some of our toilet areas only had hand dryers we are 
installing paper towel dispensers in all areas. This is 
repeated in classroom areas too.

• Antibacterial liquid  soap is now provided in all soap 
dispensers (classrooms and toilets)

We are discussing issues such as this and will continue to do our 
best to encourage the children to understand the importance of good 
personal hygiene. 

Background to National Standards
•  Following the Education Amendment Act 2008 national 

Standards are being developed in literacy and numeracy. 
These are currently in the draft stage and senior staff from 
our school have been to consultation meetings on the 
issues. It is intended that  once the standards are finalised 
in  2010, every primary and intermediate student will be 
assessed regularly against the National Standards. In 
addition every primary and intermediate school, will  be 
required to report  to parents about how their child is doing 
compared to National Standards and compared to other 
children their age.

• The National Standards aim to  lift  achievement in literacy 
and numeracy (reading, writing, and mathematics) by 
being clear about what students should achieve and by 
when.  This will  help students;  their teachers and parents, 
families and wh! nau better understand what they are 
aiming for and what they need to do next.

I will reserve giving my opinion about these standards  until we have 
greater clarity regarding the final version. What is clear to  all 
educationalists however is  that there are comparable examples of 
this  type of exercise from around the world and we need to learn 
from the mistakes that have been made in other countries.

With National Standards in  mind it is perhaps pertinent to reflect 
upon  current  practice regarding assessment  and reporting at VAS. 
Whilst this is an area I would like to refine, doing so at this  juncture 
would be premature particularly as we will have a legal obligation 
to  report particular data once National Standards are finalised next 
year.

Assessment & Reporting at VAS
• Our assessment and reporting systems at  VAS currently 

aim to provide a clear indication of how each student is 
achieving compared to current national expectations in 
literacy and numeracy. An indication of achievement  in 
inquiry based learning and physical education is also 
included.

• Our assessment and reporting systems at VAS will 
continue to be reviewed to support recommendations 
outlined in the National  Standards. While the summative 
report has been altered slightly  from last term, it will  be 
developed further to ensure it meets to requirements 
outlined by the National Standards.

• The draft National Standards outlines for schools  a range 
of recommended assessment tools. These are tools, which 
we are currently using at Victoria Avenue School. 

• This term we have trialled a new version of asTTLe in 
certain year groups, which is a standardised assessment 
tool  aimed at  supporting teaching and learning. The 
results of asTTle tests administered to your child  are 
reported on the summative report. It is important to realise 
that each test is only one piece of evidence of student 
achievement. 

• Teachers use a range of assessment tools that provide 
different information regarding students’  learning needs. 
The information from each assessment tool used is 
analysed by the classroom teacher to better target the 
educational needs of students and monitor progress.

• Teachers have commented on achievement in literacy, 
numeracy and inquiry based learning and have given an 
indication of areas for future teaching and learning. 

School Uniform
A small team from the staff and PTS have been reviewing our 
current school uniform. It is fair to say that I have had a number of 
comments from parents regarding this matter. Some of the negative 
comments received have included:  The discrepancy in  uniform cost 
between boys and girls;  the durability of certain items; poor or non-
existent uniform for PE and sports teams and the inconsistencies 
surrounding uniform rules.

I asked the team to look at the issue of uniform with three key 
points in mind. I think any school uniform should be:

• Smart
• Practicable
• Value for Money

The team has made some suggestions  for the BOT to consider and 
has had some samples made up. There will be a display in the foyer 
over the last couple of weeks of term for parents to consider and 
comment upon.

Allan Short 
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What is mud made of?  
Mud is made of dirt and water.  
Why is mud sticky and slippery?  ItÕs because 
dirt is sticky and water is slippery.
Ben R.

Yesterday Room 14 
w e n t o u t s i d e t o 
discover about mud.  
We painted a mud 
picture.  It  was fun.  It 
felt sticky  and slushy.  
Mud is bad because it 
sticks on the floor.  To 
clean it up, you wait 
until it  is dry, then you 
sweep it up or vacuum 
it up.
Otto

Mud By Room 14 ~ Year 1
As part of our Inquiry Based Learning, Room 14 has been looking at solving problems in and around our 
classroom.  We decided that one of the biggest problems for us (especially in the winter) is MUD.  
¥ How can we stop MUD coming into the Atrium and Room 14?  
¥ How can we clean up if MUD gets in?

Why is mud so slippery?  Why is mud so 
sticky?  ItÕs because itÕs made of dirt and 
rain.  Mud is great!
Abigail

I donÕt like mud.  Mud is bad in Room 14.  It is always on the 
carpet and in the atrium.  Mud is really icky.
Tara

What Can We Do About MUD?

Wash your hands.  Try not to get mud on 
your clothes and shoes.
Zavier

Take our shoes off at the door.  Try not to 
get mud on your clothes.  Sit on 
newspaper to keep the carpet clean.  I 
donÕt like mud at all.
Oliver

REMINDER!
Yummy Sticker Collection 

- Win a Cake for Morning Tea!
Check out the website 

www.yummyfruit.co.nz/schools

ASB Remuera is offering us a fundraising opportunity - if you are 

considering a mortgage or term deposit  please download this voucher 

from our website.  ASB will  give the school a cash donation -please 

refer to voucher for more info. 
http://www.victoria-avenue.school.nz/images/181/Newsletters/asbvoucher.pdf

Thanks to those parents who have taken advantage of this offer - we 

have received $500 donation so far.

ROAD SAFETY TIP

CHILDREN DO NOT EXPECT TO SEE CARS
ON THE FOOTPATH. TAKE CARE WHEN TURNING 

INTO A DRIVE.

A girls night out of style, glamour and fun.
Get the latest inspirational looks for Winter 2009 from

Grant Bettjeman and the team at New Zealand!s Salon of the
Year 2009… Bettjemans, especially for Victoria Avenue School.

Date: Monday June 29, 2009
Time: 6:00pm for 6:30pm start

Tickets: $30.00 with all proceeds to the school
Venue: Bettjemans

+ The latest winter looks

+ Win a winter hair makeover
+ Gift certificates for all guests

+ Complimentary hair consultations
+ Yummy food and wine

RSVP: Kim Hamilton • email kimrob@xtra.co.nz • ph 021 727 058 • by Monday 22 June

Bettjemans Hair Salon and Hair Spa: 52 Coates Ave, Orakei, Auckland, 
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